
Students are off to a Stellar Start at Grahamwood Elementary!  

   October is already here as 
we wrap up the 1st quarter 
of this school year. A week 
of Fall Break is about to 
provide us time to reflect 
on what has been accom-
plished and to re-charge us 
for the 2nd 
quarter. 
   Yvette 
Salter’s 5th 
grade schol-
ars signed a 
pledge to 
Look Sharp, 
Be Sharp 
and Act 
Sharp. “We have had dis-
cussions and written assign-
ments to reflect on the 
meaning of the pledge,” 

states Ms. Salter. “We will 
have ongoing activities this 
year that will reward stu-
dents for following the 
pledge. Our first activity was 
"Look Sharp Day" where 
girls wore dressy outfits and 

boys wore 
neckties. We 
are very excit-
ed about our 
theme!” 
   On Septem-
ber 14th, Gra-
hamwood 
celebrated 
Grandparents 

Day by inviting all grandpar-
ents to join their grandchil-
dren for lunch at school. 
“The turnout was incredi-

ble,” said Principal Pete John-
son. “It was wonderful to see 
so many grandparents having 
a good time supporting their 
grandkids educational ef-
forts.” Over 300 guests at-
tended Grahamwood’s 
Grandparents Day! 
   Congrats go out to Gra-
hamwood Art teacher Ann 
Kling who has received Spe-
cial Resources Funding from 
the RiverArtsFest, Inc. She 
was awarded the money to 
create The Giving Wall Pro-
ject which is an Art Installa-
tion made up of cans of food 
with student created labels 
highlighting diversity. The 
food will later be donated to 
the Memphis Food Bank. 

Grahamwood  
Elementary Dragons 

Grahamwood Teachers Awarded $10,000!  

   On October 3rd, FedEx 

Cares and Safe Kids Mid-

South in conjunction with 

Le Bonheur will be spon-

soring Grahamwood Ele-

mentary’s Walk to School 

Day. The event will begin 

at 8:00am in the Kroger 

parking lot at 

4264 Summer 

Avenue.  

   From there, 

lead by Memphis 

Police and Fire 

Department students, teachers 

and community members will 

walk down 

Tutwiler to 

Grahamwood. 

   Afterwards, 

FedEx and 

Safe Kids will 

make a special presentation 

to the school. Please join us! 
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  Did You Know? 
• Grahamwood was 

named a 2018 Reward 

School by the TDOE. 

• P.E. Teacher Andrew 

Martin received Mem-
phis Parent’s 2018 
Outstanding Teacher 

Award. 

• Principal Pete Johnson 

was selected as a 2017 
Tennessee Lottery Edu-

cator of the Week. 

• Grahamwood won the 

2016 SPARK Award for 
School of the Year 
presented by cityCur-

rent & WKNO. 

Grahamwood Elementary Happenings 
A  She lby  Cou nty  Opt iona l  Sch oo l  

Pe te  Johnson ,  P r inc ipa l  

Upcoming Events: 
Walk to School Day 

• October 3rd Walk to 

School Day @ 8:00am 

Fall Break 

• October 8-12 No 
School for Teachers & 

Students 

2nd Quarter Begins 

• October 15th 2nd 

Grading Period Begins 

Report Cards Issued 

• October 24th Sent 

Home with Students 

Veterans Day Holiday 

• November 12th No 
School Students & 

Teachers 

International Walk to School Day 

   Grace Henderson and Lind-

sey Rothenbach were awarded 

$10,000  by  the College Foot-

ball Playoff Foundation, the 

AAC, and Do-

nors Choose. 

The Extra Yard 

for Teachers 

Award money 

will be used to 

buy iPads for 

their students to 

use.  

   Ms. Henderson, Ms. Rothen-

bach, Principal Johnson, and 

members of Grahamwood’s 

faculty were invited down to the 

field during the University of 

Memphis’ 

victory 

over South 

Alabama. 

There, they 

were hon-

ored and 

received 

the award in front of nearly 

30,000 football fans! 

   “I am over the moon excit-

ed about winning this 

award,” says Ms. Henderson. 

“With resources such as this, 

I am able to give my students 

unique ways to engage and 

keep learning current.” We 

are all very happy and proud 

of Ms. Henderson and Ms. 

Rothenbach for going the 

extra mile for their students! 
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“Mrs. Lawler was my inspiration. She was 
the Miss Fizzle of teachers,” states Ms. 

Franklin. 
   Now as a teacher 
herself, Ms. Franklin 
hopes to positively 
impact her students—
whether it is through 
academics or in a 
more personal way. “I 
want my students to 
feel loved,” says Ms. 
Franklin. “My most 
rewarding moment is 

when parents tell me how much the stu-
dents love me and the class.” Her greatest 
challenge as an educator is the amount of 
work expected of teachers. 
   Ms. Franklin went to college at Chris-
tian Brothers University and graduated 
from the Honors Program Summa Cum 

   This year Grahamwood Elementary 
School is fortunate to have Le Frank-
lin join us as a kindergarten 
teacher. Previously, Ms. 
Franklin had served as a 
kindergarten teacher at 
Knight Road Elementary for 
5 years. She is happy to be at 
Grahamwood and says, “The 
staff members are great—very 
helpful and supportive.” 
   Ms. Franklin was born in 
Memphis. She has two 
brothers and one sister. 
When she was in school, Math was 
her favorite subject because, “it was 
easy to understand.” Science, and 
especially Chemistry, “I never could 
understand,” says Ms. Franklin. She 
knew she wanted to be an educator 
when she met her 3rd grade teacher. 

Laude. She earned a Bachelors degree 
in Library Studies and a Masters degree 
in Education.  
   If Ms. Franklin was not a teacher, she 
would be a flight attendant and travel. 
If she won a million dollars, “I would 
travel the world!” Her hobbies are run-
ning, napping and cooking. Plus, she 
has two dogs—Loki and Rudy. 
   The Giving Tree by Shel Silverstein is 
her favorite book. “I like it because it is 
about unconditional love,” says Ms. 
Franklin. If she could change one thing 
in the world, it would be to eliminate 
“the amount of pollution we have cre-
ated.”  
   We are excited to have Ms. Franklin 
as a new member of our faculty and we 
look forward to the wonderful learning 
opportunities she will afford our stu-
dents. Welcome aboard Le Franklin! 
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Teacher Spotlight: Le Franklin 

   New to our faculty this year is ESL teach-
er Elisabeth Adams. She has been an edu-
cator for 16 years as a kindergarten teacher 
at Lauderdale and a K-5 ESL teacher at 
Knight Road, Corning, and Westside Ele-
mentary Schools. As for Grahamwood, Ms. 
Adams says, “I love the friendliness of the 
staff and diversity of the school.” 
   Ms. Adams was born in Champaign, 
Illinois and grew up there and in Colora-
do. She earned a B.A. in Interdisciplinary 
Studies from the University of Northern Col-
orado and a M.A. in Curriculum & Instruc-
tion from the University of Memphis. Her 
husband is named Nick plus she has a dachs-
hund called Trixie and a cat, Calli. 
   Growing up, Ms. Adams’ favorite subject 
was reading because, “I loved to read and 
learn new things and how things work.” On 
the other hand, “Geometry was a challenging 
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subject as a kid because I had a 
difficult time with proofs and 
theorems.” 
   As for the students, “I hope 
to create a learning environ-
ment where students feel safe 
to make mistakes and learn 
from them,” states Ms. Adams. 
“Also, it is rewarding having 
former students come back 

and talk about the positive impact I’ve had on 
their lives.” Her biggest challenge is balancing 
the needs of all of her students. 
   When not at school, she likes traveling, 
spending time with family, watching the Den-
ver Broncos, and dancing. If she had a million 
dollars, “I would travel more.” If she was not a 
teacher, Ms. Adams would be a biologist. 
   We welcome Elisabeth Adams to Graham-
wood and to all she will teach our students! 

Focus On: ESL Teacher Elisabeth Adams 


