
A Busy November for Students & Faculty 

   November was an event 

filled month at Graham-

wood. As a part of Yvette 

Salter’s Look Sharp-Be Sharp-

Act Sharp program, she 

hosted a Career 

Day for 5th 

grade students. 

In addition to 

dressing up, 

students re-

searched and 

presented facts 

about their fu-

ture careers. So, 

Dashaun Leg-

gett  who wants 

to be a police officer, re-

searched and discovered the 

requirements, duties and 

average salaries of this pro-

fession. 

   Junior League Grants were 

awarded to Grahamwood 

teachers Lindsey Rothenbach 

(K), Grace Henderson (3rd), 

and Andrew Martin (P.E.). 

This funding will support 

projects for their students 

throughout the year. Only 

12 Junior League Grants 

were awarded 

to Shelby 

County 

Schools and 

Grahamwood 

teachers re-

ceived 3. Way 

to go Graham-

wood Teachers! 

   Grahamwood 

held a Book Character Sock 

Hop where students and 

teachers dressed as their fa-

vorite story characters. K-5 

students celebrated literacy 

and had a great time showing 

off their costumes and danc-

ing to the DJs music. 

   5th Grade CLUE students 
and their CLUE Teachers 
(Sherry Coates, Shannon 
McOlgan, and Laura 

Wilons) just 
completed a on 
study on Sus-
tainability and 
Heifer Interna-
tional. As a cul-
minating event, 
students hosted 
a pajama day to 
raise money for 
Heifer Interna-

tional. They ended up raising 
a little over $1,600!   

Grahamwood  

Congratulations Grahamwood Elementary Students!  

   Grahamwood’s PTO 

hosted a wildly successful 

evening of fun and enter-

tainment at the recent Art 

with an Appetite event.  

   An unveiling of Graham-

wood’s first outdoor art 

installations were a part of 

the festivities. First place Art-

work by Alex Medina (K), 

Harper Lee (1st), Zachary 

Boyd (2nd), Emily Reyes Are-

valo (3rd), Lulu Kling-Wilson 

(4th), and Addison Scoggins 

(5th) were greatly enlarged and 

are now being displayed on 

the East exterior wall of the 

school.  

   Attendees enjoyed BBQ, 

Blues, crafts, and a raffle for 

hundreds of dollars in gift 

cards. Money raised will be 

used for Grahamwood 

Beautification Projects. 
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  Did You K:now? 
• 2018 Reward School: 

A Top Rated School 
by the TN Depart-

ment of Education 

• Two Teachers re-
ceived $10,000 Extra 
Yard for Teachers 

Award 

• 3rd Grade students 
placed 3rd @ UM’s 
STEM Bridge Building 

Contest 

• Three teachers were 
awarded Junior 

League Grants 

Grahamwood Elementary Happenings 
A  She lby  Cou nty  Opt iona l  Sch oo l  

Pe te  Johnson ,  P r inc ipa l  

Upcoming Events: 
Optional Open House 

• December 12 @ 

9:00am 

NWEA MAP Testing 

• November 29-
December 19 All K-5 

Students   

1st Semester Ends 

• December 19 

Winter Break 

• December 20-January 
6 No School for Stu-

dents 

Optional Open House 

• January 8 @ 6:00pm 

Report Cards Issued 

• January 9 

A Grahamwood First: Art with an Appetite 

   Grahamwood Elementary 

students, under the leadership 

of 3rd grade teachers Gabby 

Davis and Grace 

Henderson, partic-

ipated in the annu-

al University of 

Memphis STEM 

bridge building 

competition. 

About 15 elemen-

tary and middle 

schools were rep-

resented.  

   Two teams of Grahamwood 

students used the KNEX rods 

to construct a 

bridge that 

could withstand 

36 pounds for 3 

minutes. Stu-

dents had 30 

minutes to build 

their bridges 

before the 

weight test.     

   Grahamwood was the only 

elementary school to place, 

finishing 3rd! “Unlike most 

of the other competitors, 

both of our teams were suc-

cessful in building bridges 

that supported 36 pounds 

for the full time,” stated Ms. 

Henderson. In the end, stu-

dents had fun engaging in 

this STEM event and plan to 

participate again. Way to go, 

Grahamwood Students! 
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they will come to value music and the arts 
as a necessary and integral part of cul-
ture.” Having enough time to teach all he 
wants and needs to impart to students is 
his greatest educational challenge.  
   One of his most rewarding moments as 
a teacher was when he was told that one 
of his students was nonverbal. “About 
two months later, this 
young lady sang by her-
self!,” states Dr. McNair. 
“All of the students 
jumped and cheered, be-
cause most of them had 
never heard any verbaliza-
tion from her.” 
   Both of Dr. McNair’s 
parents were teachers and 
he always said that he did 
not want a career as a teacher. However, 
after teaching in college for several years 

   Dr. David McNair has been a teach-
er for over 25 years. While Delano is 
his base school, he travels weekly to 
Grahamwood Elementary to teach 
Orff music classes.  
   Dr. McNair was born in Nogales, 
Arizona but calls Charlotte, North 
Carolina home because he lived there 
the longest before moving to Mem-
phis. He attended Baptist College, 
Belmont University, Baylor Universi-
ty, and earned his doctorate at the 
University of Memphis. He has re-
ceived a number of awards including 
WREC’s Crystal Apple Teacher 
Award and has composed songs in-
cluding Hymns which was released on 
CD in the summer of 2009. 
   As a teacher, Dr. McNair hopes to 
“create a love and understanding of 
music in my students. I hope that 

he moved to Memphis to earn his doc-
torate. While here, he was recruited to 
fill in for an elementary music teacher 
who had moved away. Twenty-one years 
later, he is still teaching elementary 
students to love music. 
   When not teaching, Dr. McNair en-
joys cooking, model trains, soccer, pho-

tography, and composing and record-
ing music. If he could change one 
thing in the world, he would “help 
people learn how to be kind and 
considerate to each other.” 
   Dr. McNair has been married for 
37 years and has a daughter named 
Jenna. He has a 78 pound rescue dog 
named Rufus who is “probably St. 
Bernard, a little boxer, a little shep-
herd, and who knows what else.” 
   We are pleased to have Dr. McNair 

teaching our students to love music. 
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Focus On: Dr. David McNair 

   Allyson Malone Minahan got mar-
ried to Bill Minahan on June 15, 
2018! Their sons are Travis and Mat-
thew. They built a house together in 
Cordova. 
   Ms. Minahan earned a Bachelor’s 
degree in Elementary Education 
from Delta State University. She 
later added Master and Specialist degrees. She 
is currently working on her Doctorate with 
only her dissertation left to complete. 
   Ms. Minahan has been teaching for 18 
years, with the last 10 years at Grahamwood. 
“I love Grahamwood because of the wonder-
ful people I get to work with,” says Ms. Mi-
nahan. “I also really enjoy the diverse group 
of students that I get to teach.” Her challenge 
as a kindergarten teacher is to reach all stu-
dents because they come to school with such 
diverse backgrounds. 

Grahamwood Elementary School’s Vision Statement: 
Grahamwood Elementary School is an exemplary, student-centered educational community with an exceptional team of stakeholders who create a 

nurturing environment where all students achieve academic excellence, exhibit good character, and hopes and dreams are encouraged. 

Attendance Expectations: 
Please be sure to have your children at school everyday, on time and for the whole day. If your children are missing any 

part of a school day, our outstanding educators cannot teach them and they are denied the opportunity to learn. 

   “My teaching inspiration are 
all of the younger kindergarten 
teachers,” states Ms. Minahan. 
“They really seem to be on top of 
things, and they inspire me every 
day to be the best version of my-
self I can be.” The person she 
admires the most is her dad. “He 

was the 9th of 10 children and had a very 
hard childhood yet he never let that keep him 
from reaching the goals he set for himself.” 
   If Ms. Minahan was not a teacher, she 
would try to be an author. “I’ve always wanted 
to write horror stories.” Her favorite hobby is 
riding on the back of her husband’s Harley-
Davidson motorcycle. If she could change one 
thing, “I would make sure every child had a 
safe and warm place to call home.” We are 
thrilled to have Allyson Malone Minahan 
teaching our kindergarten students! 

Teacher Spotlight: Allyson Malone Minahan 


