
Grahamwood Elementary has Extra-Curriculars for All!  

   It is hard to believe that 
summer is over and anoth-
er year is set to begin! That 
said, we at Grahamwood 
are all excited about what 
the new year has to offer.  
   The following is a short 
list of the over two dozen 
ongoing extracurricular 
programs that Graham-
wood offers our students. 
Some are new and others 
have been going on for 
decades.  
   First is the nationally 
ranked chess team that 
routinely earns state titles 
and is nationally ranked. 
Several program options 
are available. Contact Jona-
than Beatty for more info: 

901.310.8490. 
   Grahamwood hosts two 
cheerleading squads—a pri-
mary and a competitive inter-
mediate squad. The students 
involved in these groups reg-
ularly perform at school and 
across the region. Both of 
these are coached by our 
faculty and staff. 
   Grahamwood’s P.E. teach-
er Andrew Martin has intro-
duced and coaches many 
physically active programs for 
students. These include Run-
ning Club, AMPED, Cross 
Country, Parkour, NFL Fuel 
Up to Play 60, Skating Club, 
Yoga, soccer, and a competi-
tive Basketball team. 
   There are technology clas-

ses as well. Dash Robotics, 
Lego Movie Magic, Lego NXT 
Robotics Engineering, and 
Video Game Design are all a 
available. If interested, con-
tact 901.590.2908 or check 
out jointheconnection.com 
for more information. 
   Grahamwood also offers a 
host of other programs such 
as strings, guitar, piano, gym-
nastics, martial arts, ballet, 
choir, Math Club, Spanish 
Club, National Junior Beta 
Club, and many more. New 
programs are added every year 
based on student interests. 
   For more information, 
please contact the school of-
fice. Information will be sent 
home about these programs.   
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   At the end of the 2018-

2019 school year, current 

and former teachers, par-

ents, and students along 

with family members hon-

ored Margaret Ware. Mar-

garet Ware had served as 

both an Assistant Principal 

and Principal of 

Grahamwood 

Elementary 

School. 

   Margaret Ware 

died on June 25, 

2014. Attendees 

at a ceremony on 

the schools’ front lawn, 

planted a tree in her 

honor, and spoke of her 

accomplishments.  

   This much beloved 

educator retired as Gra-

hamwood Elementary’s 

Principal in 2001. 
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  Did You Know? 
• In 1986 Graham-

wood was named one 
of Tennessee’s 10 
Great Schools by then 
Governor Lamar Al-

exander. 

• 2016-2018 Family 

Choice Award by 

Memphis Parent. 

• 2018 TN Lottery Edu-
cator: Principal Pete 

Johnson. 

• Today, Grahamwood 
earned the TDOE 

Reward School status! 

Grahamwood Elementary Happenings 
A  She lby  Cou nty  Opt iona l  Sch oo l  

Pe te  Johnson ,  P r inc ipa l  

Upcoming Events: 
School Begins 

• August 12th: Wel-
come to the 2019-

2020 School Year! 

Labor Day Holiday 

• September 2nd No 
School for Teachers & 

Students 

Parent Teacher Confer-

ences 

• September 19th from 

4:00-7:00 pm 

1/2 Day for Students 

• September 20th  

Report Cards Issued 

• October 24th sent 

home with Students 

Grahamwood Honors Former Principal 

   Each year, Grahamwood 
strives to provide parents with 
multiple choices for extended 
care programs. Currently, we 
have three onsite programs.  
   This year, the ELOP pro-
gram has been replaced by the 
YMCA Before/Aftercare Pro-
gram. We are very excited to 
offer this new opportunity for 
our students. For more infor-
mation, please contact the 
YMCA’s Kirsten Gray at: 

kirsten.gray@ymcamemphis.org 
or 901.505.0959. 
   For the past many years, 
Hongbo Wang has hosted a 
Chinese Afterschool Care Pro-
gram. The goal is for students 
to enjoy the Chinese language 
by speaking, listening, reading 
and writing. The program is 
from 3:00-6:00 p.m. Monday-
Friday. If you are interested, 
please contact Ms. Wang at 
hongbowang61@hotmail.com 

or 901.907.5529. 
   The After Math Aftercare 
Program began at Graham-
wood Elementary School in 
the 2018-2019 school year. 
The program states that 
students will be engaged in 
learning activities led by 
TDOE Level 5 teachers. For 
more information, please 
call 901.402.8666 or email:  
theaftercarema-
th086@gmail.com. 
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from Delta State University, Johnson be-
gan his career as a special education teach-
er in Mississippi. His classroom back-
ground helps him daily to relate to the 
needs and concerns of  students, parents, 
and teachers.  
    Johnson’s vision 
and leadership has 
helped guide Gra-
hamwood to become 
one of Shelby Coun-
ty’s highest perform-
ing and most request-
ed schools. In fact in 
2018, the school 
earned the coveted 
Reward School status awarded by the 
TDOE signifying Grahamwood Elemen-
tary as a top 20% performer for all 
schools in the state! 
   Additionally, Memphis Parent magazine 

      We are excited to announce that 
over summer break at the 2019 Lead-
ership Conglomeration, Graham-
wood Elementary School’s Pete John-
son was named Shelby County 
Schools’ Principal of the Year! While 
those of us who know him are hardly 
surprised, we are all extremely proud 
of his being recognized by the Board 
of Education for his remarkable ac-
complishments and leadership. 
   He began his tenure as principal at 
Grahamwood a little over twelve 
years ago. Previously, he served as an 
assistant principal for a Desoto Coun-
ty School. Next, he was an assistant 
principal at Crump Elementary and 
then principal at Shelby Oaks before 
making his current move to become 
Grahamwood Elementary’s principal.  
   After earning his education degree 

named Grahamwood a 2018 Family 
Choice Award School. Principal John-
son has also received the Tennessee 
Lottery Educator Award.  
   Principal Johnson utilizes a common 

sense, practical approach to edu-
cation where making personal 
connections with both students 
and parents are paramount. “We 
must create the right setting for 
learning to occur,” says Johnson. 
“When I was in the classroom, if 
you came to my class, I’m going 
to do whatever it takes to get you 
to learn. I have the same high 
expectations for my teachers.”  

   As the SCS Principal of Year, Pete 
Johnson will serve as a role model for 
his peers and all educators. We are 
truly fortunate to have him at the helm 
of Grahamwood Elementary School! 
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Focus On: SCS Principal of the Year Pete Johnson 

   We are thrilled to have Kamia Franklin 
onboard as a full-time 1st grade teacher at 
Grahamwood Elementary 
School. Ms. Franklin has 
served as a Teaching Assis-
tant at our school while 
pursuing on her teaching 
degree. 
   Ms. Franklin was born 
in Shelby County. Her 15 
year old daughter, will be 
a sophomore this school 
year. Ms. Franklin earned 
her Bachelor of Science degree in Education 
at the University of Memphis and is currently 
working toward earning her Master degree.  
   “This is my first year teaching and I am hon-
ored that it is at Grahamwood Elementary,” 
states Ms. Franklin. “I absolutely love the 
school’s culture!” 

Grahamwood Elementary School’s Vision Statement: 
Grahamwood Elementary School is an exemplary, student-centered educational community with an exceptional team of stakeholders who create a 

nurturing environment where all students achieve academic excellence, exhibit good character, and hopes and dreams are encouraged. 

Attendance Expectations: 
Please be sure to have your children at school everyday, on time and for the whole day. If your children are missing any 

part of a school day, our outstanding educators cannot teach them and they are denied the opportunity to learn. 

   As a student, Ms. Franklin’s favorite subject 
was Mathematics. “I could manipulate num-
bers easily and even show my work! I plan to 

share this skill with my students.” 
   “In my first year as a teacher, I 
plan to lead with love,” says Ms. 
Franklin. “I will create learning 
rich settings for my students. I 
will be an effective educator for 
my students while debunking 
negative myths about reading.”  
   Grahamwood Elementary edu-
cator extraordinaire Rachel Hel-

ton is a teaching inspiration for Ms. Franklin. 
“She supports me through her wealth of expe-
riences and wisdom,” states Ms. Franklin. “I 
will continue to draw support from Ms. Hel-
ton as I begin my teaching career.” 
   We are ecstatic to have Kamia Franklin join 
our faculty on a full time basis!  

Teacher Spotlight: Kamia Franklin 


