
Goodness Abounds at Grahamwood 

 Grahamwood is having a 
very busy end of the year. 
The Boosterthon 
Fun Run raised 
$20,000 for new 
playground equip-
ment. The library 
hosted its annual 
Book Swap with a 
culminating event 
where students invited their 
“Favorite Guy” to mentor, 
read, and celebrate literacy.  
   P.E. Instructor Coach Mar-
tin has been named as a Ten-
nessee Lottery Teacher of the 
Week. He will be featured 
during WREG news broad-
casts in early May. Additional-
ly, before their demise Coach 
Martin was able to get the 
AAF Memphis Express foot-
ball team to donate hundreds 

of logoed footballs to be 
given to Grahamwood stu-

dents. Finally, FC 901 
Soccer Club’s Head 
Coach and three play-
ers showed up to visit, 
demonstrate and dis-
cuss their program 
with P.E. classes.  
   Erin Maury’s father 

Steve Maury visited Greg 
Birdsell’s 5th grade Optional 
Social Studies class to share 
their family’s connection to 
W.W.II. We 
are grateful 
to Mr. Maury 
for bringing 
W.W.II pho-
tographs and 
artifacts to 
discuss and 
share with 

the class to make their learn-
ing come alive! 
   Guidance 
Counselor Kim-
berly Hender-
son coordinated 
with Advent to 
secure a dona-
tion of shoes, 
socks and other 
clothes for our students. We 
are thrilled to have Ms. Hen-
derson working to get new 
partners who constantly 

amaze us with their sup-
port for our students. 
   Finally, CLUE teacher 
Peggy Woods has collect-
ed almost 2000 used 
markers to send to Cray-
ola to repurpose as op-
posed to landfill. Way to 
go Ms. Woods! 

Grahamwood  

Grahamwood Achieves! 

   Grahamwood’s National Jr. 

Beta Club made Valentine 

cards for the residents of the 

Memphis Jewish Home. Since 

1927, this home has served 

the elderly providing them 

with medical assistance. It 

serves families and residents 

nobly with dedication and sym-

pathy.  

   Each member of our Beta 

Club made ten Valentine cards. 

These cards were decorated very 

beautifully with hearts, color, 

and crafty items. The cards also 

included a short, sweet heart-

warming message. Our fes-

tive Valentine cards bright-

ened the residents’ day. 

   A group of Beta Club 

members delivered the 

cards. The elders in the 

Memphis Jewish Home ex-

pressed their appreciation! 
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  Did You K:now? 
• For information on   

Pre-K CLUE you can 
contact Ms. Pankey: 

pankeyje@scsk12.org 

• P.E. Coach Andrew 

Martin was recognized 
as a Tennessee Lottery 

Educator of the Week! 

• Homework Hotline is 

back! Call: 

901.416.1234 

• Grahamwood is a 

2018 TDOE Reward 

School! 

Grahamwood Elementary Happenings 
A  She lby  Cou nty  Opt iona l  Sch oo l  

Pe te  Johnson ,  P r inc ipa l  

Upcoming Events: 
TCAP Grades 3-5  

• Ends-May 3  

TN Grade 2 Assessment 

• Ends-May 3 

Library’s Real Men Read 

• May 5 @ 5:30 

Music Programs 

• May 2 & 3 (5th) & 

May 9& 10 (K, 1, 4) 

Last Day of School for 

Students 

• May23 

Last Day of School for 

Teachers 

• May24 

Beta Club Reports by Shelby Thompson 

   Grahamwood students raised 

over $500 for Heifer Interna-

tional to provide families strug-

gling with poverty in other 

countries. The money is used to 

buy goats, sheep, chickens, and 

other livestock that can provide 

food and milk to help sustain 

their communities. 

   Congratulations to Graham-

wood’s basketball team. They 

placed 3rd in their inaugural 

season of playing in the SCS 

Elementary Basketball League. 

   Memphis in May awarded 

Grahamwood 

student Medha 

Gajula 1st place 

in the K-2 cate-

gory of the 2019 

International 

Paper Children’s 

Poster Competi-

tion. She was honored at the 

Education Awards Ceremony 

held at the TLA. Additionally, 

this remarkably talented 2nd 

grader was awarded another 

trophy by the 

City of Memphis 

Storm Water 

Department for 

her artwork. 

Way to go, 

Medha! 

   We would like 

to thank Action for Healthy 

Kids for providing us with 

Every Kid Healthy kits. 
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er. As a teacher, She wants her students 
“to love learning as much as I do!” Her 
greatest accomplishment as a teacher was 
“working with 
artists to produce a 
student film.” Her 
inspirations as a 
teacher are the late 
“Mary Haebecker 
who was Shelby 
County’s 1st Pre-K 
CLUE teacher at 
Downtown Ele-
mentary. Also, 
Anne Phillips who 
now teaches kin-
dergarten at Idlewild.” 
   When not at school, Ms. Pankey enjoys 
spending time with her husband Chip 
and son Sam. Sam is a fulltime musician 
who performs all around the world. As far 

      
   All of us were thrilled to have Janis 
Pankey serving the Pre-kindergarten 
CLUE program at Grahamwood Ele-
mentary. She currently teaches ap-
proximately 40 students with expecta-
tions of this growing to 50 students 
in the coming years.  
   Ms. Pankey has over 20 years of 
teaching experience. She has taught 
classes of Optional students as well as 
Resource and CLUE classes. Ms. 
Pankey earned her teaching degree at 
The University of Texas, Austin. She 
also holds the elite status of earning 
National Board for Professional 
Teachers Certification. Additionally, 
she works with Dr. Maxwell in men-
toring future National Board Certi-
fied Teachers. 
   While in college, Ms. Pankey dis-
covered that she wanted to be a teach-

as dreams, if she won a million dollars, 
“I would pay my bills and travel the 
world with my family.” The person she 

most admirers is her 
brother who cares for her 
mother who has Alzhei-
mer’s disease. 
   Her hobbies are read-
ing, movies, photography, 
and learning Spanish. “If 
I was not a teacher,” says 
Ms. Pankey, “I would be 
a rich and famous travel 
photographer!”  
   We love Janis Pankey 
and the inspiring work 

she does with the youngest Graham-
wood Elementary students who visit to 
her classroom twice weekly from all 
over the county. We are happy to have 
her as a teacher at Grahamwood! 
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Teacher Spotlight: Janis Pankey 

      Kimberly Henderson joined the Graham-
wood Elementary team in 2014. She is in her 
5th year serving as our Guidance Counselor.  
Previously, she worked for 10 years in 
Microbiology at Smith & Nephew.  
   “I want to help children,” says Ms. 
Henderson. “Every time I saw some-
thing negative on the news, I felt I 
could help by being a beacon of light 
for children and parents.” So, Ms. 
Henderson decided to attend the Uni-
versity of Memphis earning a Master 
of Science in School Counseling. 
   Ms. Henderson’s favorite children’s book 
series is the Llama Llama books by Anna 
Dewdney. “The Llama Llama books help kids 
see that adults care for them even though they 
might not able to respond to them immedi-
ately.” She knows these books offer good les-
sons on behavior for children.  

Grahamwood Elementary School’s Vision Statement: 
Grahamwood Elementary School is an exemplary, student-centered educational community with an exceptional team of stakeholders who create a 

nurturing environment where all students achieve academic excellence, exhibit good character, and hopes and dreams are encouraged. 

Attendance Expectations: 
Please be sure to have your children at school everyday, on time and for the whole day. If your children are missing any 

part of a school day, our outstanding educators cannot teach them and they are denied the opportunity to learn. 

   When not at school Ms. Henderson has 
many interests but foremost, she likes to spend 
time with her husband and three children. Her 
two oldest children attended Grahamwood 

Elementary and her youngest 
daughter will be joining our 
school soon. 
   In her free time, Ms. Hen-
derson likes crafting and vol-
unteering in the community. 
“I love to bake and decorate 
cakes,” explains Ms. Hender-
son. When not cooking, her 

favorite place to eat is Owen Brennan’s 
brunch. 
   During breaks from school, Ms. Henderson 
also enjoys trips to the beach. Her favorite 
vacation spot is California. Ms. Henderson’s 
personal motto is “Enjoy life, you only live 
once.”  

Focus On: Kimberly Henderson 


