
Grahamwood Elementary is Rockin’ into a New School Year!  

   Wow! It is hard to believe 
that summer vacation is 
already over. That said, 
Grahamwood was a busy 
place during the break for 
many of our students.  
   This summer saw Gra-
hamwood Elementary host 
the largest Camp Invention 
in all of Tennessee. Nearly 
90 students participated in 
the STEM based camp 
headed up by Graham-
wood’s 2nd grade teacher 
Sylvia Albert.  
   CLUE Camp was also 
held at Grahamwood where 
upper elementary and mid-
dle students from across 
the city convened for fun 
and learning. The turn out 

was huge and the smiles 
were big, as logic based 
learning prevailed. Addi-
tionally, Grahamwood’s 
CLUE teacher Blair Trotz 
led a hundred plus primary 
elementary CLUE students 
in a similar program at 
White Station Elementary.  
   Finally, Grahamwood’s 
ESL teacher Sarah Graves 
and our Interpreter Aman-
da Castano organized our 
first ever ESL Summer 
Camp. ESL students and 
students interested in learn-
ing Spanish were all invited 
explore Spanish-speaking 
cultures.  
   Grahamwood Elementary 
has added some new class-

room teachers this year. They 
are: Twee Franklin (K), LaTo-
nya Ratliff (3rd), Diniesha 
Johnson (3rd), Anthony Ed-
wards (4th), Eric Hart (5th), 
and Adam Coleman (5th). 
Additionally, we have a sec-
ond Guidance Counselor 
Devonne George, two new 
ESL teachers Elizabeth Ad-
ams and Tamara Patton, an 
Instructional Resource teach-
er Cythnia Granger, and 
Claire Smith in the Science 
Lab. Please say hi and wel-
come them into the Graham-
wood family! We have also 
added new Teaching Assis-
tants. We are thrilled to have 
all of this additional help for 
our students! 

Grahamwood  
Elementary Dragons 

Grahamwood Elementary Awards  

   Grahamwood Elemen-

tary is happy to announce 

that we will offer an after-

school, learn to speak 

Spanish program called 

“Viva el Lenguaje!” 

   The program will be of-

fered from 3:30-4:30 pm on 

Monday and 

Wednesday 

afternoons.  It 

will be offered 

both Fall and 

Spring at $275 

per semester or 

$75 per month. 

   If you are interest-

ed, please see Gra-

hamwood’s Amanda 

Castano or Sarah 

Graves who will 

head up this certain 

to be popular learn-

ing opportunity.  
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  Did You Know? 
• In 1986 Grahamwood 

was named one of 
Tennessee’s 10 Great 

Schools by then Gov-
ernor Lamar Alexan-

der. 

• 2016 & 2017 Family 

Choice Award by 

Memphis Parent. 

• 2017 TN Lottery Edu-
cator of the Week: 

Principal Pete Johnson. 

• Today, Grahamwood 

is a TDOE Level 5 
School (Highest State 

Achievement Level)! 

Grahamwood Elementary Happenings 
A  She lby  Cou nty  Opt iona l  Sch oo l  

Pe te  Johnson ,  P r inc ipa l  

Upcoming Events: 
School Begins 

• August 6th: Welcome 
to the 2018-2019 

School Year! 

Labor Day Holiday 

• September 3rd No 

School for Teachers 

& Students 

Progress Reports Issued 

• September 12th sent 

home with Students 

Parent Conferences 

• September 13th Par-

ent-Teacher Meetings 

Report Cards Issued 

• October 24th sent 

home with Students 

Grahamwood Elementary Opportunities 

   As the last school year end-
ed, Grahamwood Elementary 
School was honored 
to have Pete John-
son named as a fi-
nalist for the SCS 
Principal of the 
Year. While he did 
not win this time 
around, it is a great 
complement to 
make this prestigious list.  
   We are also proud that earli-

er in the year Mr. Johnson was 
named a Tennessee Lottery’s 

Educator of the 
Week. He is one of 
only a couple of 
principal’s to ever 
earn this distinction. 
He was featured on 
WREG News receiv-
ing this award. 
      We are pleased 

to announce that Andrew Mar-
tin of Grahamwood Elemen-

tary’s P.E. department was 
awarded a $1000. Action for 
Healthy Kids Foundation 
selected our school based 
the multitude of physical 
activity opportunities we 
provide our students. Mr. 
Martin states, “The money 
will be used by the P.E. pro-
gram to ensure we engage as 
many kids in active and 
healthy activities as possi-
ble.”  
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and 6th grades at Downtown Elementary 
School. His last job was Assistant Princi-
pal at Willow Oaks Elementary School. 
   Mr. Coleman knew he wanted to be a 
teacher  when he had his 1st male teacher 
in 4th grade. His inspiration as a teacher 

was Mr. Zimmer-
man his 12th grade 
English teacher who 
“taught me an ap-
preciation for writ-
ing.” As a student, 
Math and Science 
were his favorite 

subjects because he enjoyed experiment-
ing and solving problems. His most chal-
lenging class was art. 
   Currently, Mr. Coleman says his great-
est challenge is, “Balancing the learning 
needs of all my students.” His most re-
warding moment as a teacher is having a 

   We are honored to have Adam 
Coleman join our staff for the 2018-
2019 school year. He is teaching 5th 
grade Math. ”My goal,” states Mr. 
Coleman, “is to make learning fun 
for all students.” 
   Mr. Coleman was born in 
Memphis. He is married to 
Suzanne who is also a teacher. 
They have a 2 year old Gold-
en Retriever named Teddy. 
   At the University of Mem-
phis, Mr. Coleman earned a 
Bachelor of Arts in Educa-
tion. He later earned a Master degree 
in Education Leadership from Grand 
Canyon University. He has taught for 
19 years beginning with 4th grade at 
Charjean Elementary School. He was 
an 8th grade teacher at A. Maceo 
Walker Middle School  as well as 5th 

positive impact in the lives of his stu-
dents. What he likes most about teach-
ing is, “Everything!” 
   If he was not a teacher, Mr. Coleman 
would like to be a dog trainer especially 
in the area of Therapy Dogs. People 
would be surprised to know that “I 
umpire high school baseball games.” 
His hobbies are playing guitar, listening 
to music, and baseball.  
   The person Mr. Coleman most ad-
mires is Manilla Frisby, his 94 year old 
grandmother. If he had a chance to 
change the world, his dream would be 
to establish world peace. If he had a 
million dollars, “I would buy a home in 
the mountains—Breckenridge, Colora-
do to be exact.” 
   Adam Coleman will be an invaluable 
educational asset to Grahamwood Ele-
mentary. We are looking forward to all 
he will do for our students this year!    
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Teacher Spotlight: Adam Coleman 

   We are thrilled to have Tia James serving as 
our assistant principal. Ms. James joined Gra-
hamwood Elementary in the 2015– 
2016 school year. Previously, she 
had worked as a PLC Coach at Dex-
ter Elementary and as an Assistant 
Principal at Thelma Barker Elemen-
tary School in Jackson, Tennessee. 
   Ms. James earned a Bachelor of 
Science in Speech & Language from 
Tennessee State University and a 
Master of Arts in Teaching from the 
University of Memphis. She earned an Educa-
tion Specialist degree in Administration from 
Union University. In 2007, Ms. James was 
named Shelby County Schools’ New Teacher 
of the Year! 
   “I have always wanted to work with children 
in some capacity,” states Ms. James. “Even 
when I was a little girl, I would play school 

Grahamwood Elementary School’s Vision Statement: 
Grahamwood Elementary School is an exemplary, student-centered educational community with an exceptional team of stakeholders who create a 

nurturing environment where all students achieve academic excellence, exhibit good character, and hopes and dreams are encouraged. 

Attendance Expectations: 
Please be sure to have your children at school everyday, on time and for the whole day. If your children are missing any 

part of a school day, our outstanding educators cannot teach them and they are denied the opportunity to learn. 

with my dolls and pretend to grade papers.” 
Today, Ms. James says her most rewarding 

moment is when “a student looks at 
me and says, ‘I’m going to have a 
good day’ and I reply, Everyday is a 
good day!” 
   As for Grahamwood, “I love the 
school culture and the diversity 
among the students,” says Ms. James. 
“My hope is to make a positive differ-
ence in students lives. I want students 
to understand that a good education 

opens doors they have never imagined.” 
   When not at school, Ms. James likes to trav-
el, read and shop. She also enjoys spending 
time with her family and especially, her daugh-
ter Colbie who is in 2nd grade here at Gra-
hamwood Elementary.  
   We are all very excited to have Tia James as 
Assistant Principal at Grahamwood!   

Focus On: Assistant Principal Tia James 


