
 Good News for Grahamwood’s Faculty!  

   Each month, students and 

faculty at Grahamwood 

Elementary are involved in 

many different innovative 

activities which often lead 

to recognitions and rewards. 

   For example, we are 

proud to announce that 

Grahamwood’s 

P.E. teacher 

Andrew Martin 

was nominated 

and accepted the 

Lifetime Well-

ness Chair for 

the Tennessee 

Association for 

Health, Physical 

Education, Recreation, and 

Dance board.  

   In addition to being a 

teacher at Grahamwood, he 

has become a leader in his 

field on the state level. His 

first duty as the new Lifetime 

Wellness Chair will be to 

meet this February in 

Murfreesboro, TN with other 

TAHPERD board members. 

“I’m beyond 

humbled and 

honored to 

take on this 

leadership 

role,” says 

Coach Mar-

tin. “I’m 

committed to 

working hard 

to not only shine a positive 

light on health and wellness in 

Tennessee but to draw atten-

tion to the outstanding physi-

cal education programs we 

provide at Grahamwood.” 

   Again this year, Optional 

Coordinator Dr. Jack Maxwell 

wrote and received a Target 

Field Trip Grant. “I will use 

this funding to take 5th grade 

students on a walking histori-

cal tour of Memphis sites and 

museums,” says Maxwell. 

“The students will then re-

search what they have experi-

enced and create a calendar 

based on what they learned.” 

Computer Lab Instructor Idell 

LaFlora and 5th grade teachers 

also sponsor this project. 

Grahamwood  
Elementary Dragons 

Learning is Fun at Grahamwood 

   The Optional Applica-
tion process opened online 
at 10:00 a.m. on Tuesday, 
January 28th. Simultane-
ously, the General Choice 
Transfer process for kin-
dergarten – 5th grade stu-
dents opened. Please see 

www.scsk12.org/schoolchoice/  
for more information and ap-
plication links. 
    The applications only re-
quire basic information such as 
names, addresses, birthday, 
contact info, and similar. The 
only information that you may 

not have memorized is your 
child’s Social Security num-
ber for new students or your 
child’s school identification 
number (6 digit number at 
the top of their report card) 
for returning SCS students. 
Please apply now. 
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  Did You Know? 
 Optional Application & 

General Choice Transfer 
processes are open 
online: www.scsk12.org/

schoolchoice/ 

 Grahamwood Elemen-
tary has about 400 
Optional qualified stu-

dents 

 Grahamwood has over 
300 CLUE students in 

PreK-5th 

 Historically, Graham-
wood is the most re-
quested Shelby County 

Elementary School. 

 

Grahamwood Elementary Happenings 

A  S h e l b y  C o u n t y  O p t i o n a l  S c h o o l  
P e t e  J o h n s o n ,  P r i n c i p a l  

Upcoming Events: 
Optional Application 

Process Continues 

* Available starting Jan-

uary 28th 10 :00 a.m. 

General Choice Transfer 

*Available starting Janu-

ary 28th: 10:00 a.m. 

Progress Reports Issued 

*February 12th 

 Parent-Teacher Confer-

ences 

*February 13th 4-7 pm 

1/2 Day Students 

*2.14.20 dismissal be-

gins at 11:45 a.m. 

Veterans Day 

* No School: February 

17th 

School Choice is Open 

   First grade 
Optional stu-
dents in Barba-
ra Bachus and 
Cameshia 
Chambers 
classes have 
been studying 
the Solar Sys-
tem. They read books, collect-
ed research, and created dis-
plays incorporating what they 
learned. They then showcased 

their new found 
knowledge by present-
ing their findings to 
their peers in the Drag-
on Den. Applying what 
you learn is a trademark 
of Grahamwood’s 
teaching style that has 
led to our longstanding 

tradition of academic excellence.  
   Students in Morgan Pittman’s 
Functional Skills class spent a 
day exploring slime and learning 

about it’s 
properties. 
Educational 
fun was had 
by all!  
   Congrats 
to our 
Chess 
Teams who 
won region-
als. They are now going to 
the state tournament. Good 
luck! 
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your best and never give up,” she says. 
“And never say I can’t, because everybody 

can succeed.” Further, 
she says this philosophy 
applies not only to her 
students but also to her 
students’ parents. 
    In addition to her 
outstanding work with 
students, Ms. Paris writes 
Donors Choose Grants. 
She uses this money to 

buy technology for her students. She has 
successfully written grants for i-pads, a 
laptop, and even a teacher workstation. 
   Ms. Paris is a recipient of the prestigious 
Rotary Award for Teaching Excellence 
and is a TEM Irreplaceable Teacher. Plus, 
her students annually win awards such as 
the Belz Museum Art Contest.  
   Ms. Paris’ favorite teaching moments 

      What Barbara Paris enjoys most 
about teaching is seeing 
the smiles on her stu-
dents’ faces. As an educa-
tor with over 40 years of 
teaching experience, Ms. 
Paris has put a lot of 
smiles on children’s faces!  
   Ms. Paris earned a Bach-
elor of Science double 
major in Home Econom-
ics and Education from Memphis 
State University. After teaching else-
where for a few years, she joined Gra-
hamwood and has been a valued 
member of our faculty ever since. 
Our students have been blessed to 
have her teaching them and often 
their parents and grandparents.  
   When it comes to education, Ms. 
Paris has her own philosophy. “Try 

are when the students are successful. 
She believes learning should be fun—
never boring, and she is totally commit-
ted to make this happen in her class-
room. If you visit her class even for a 
minute, you will instantly recognize that 
she practices what she preaches. Learn-
ing is fun everyday in Ms. Paris’ class.  
To the point, each year she reads her 
students her favorite book Charlotte’s 
Web, so that they can enjoy it together.     
   When not at school, Ms. Paris likes 
sewing and cooking. She also enjoys 
working in her garden. As for a favorite 
food, “I love fruit!”  
   Ms. Paris also loves to travel. “I love 
Florida because I like to relax at the 
beach. However, I like anywhere that I 
can go, that has a beach.”  
   All of us are truly thankful to have 
Barbara Paris teaching at Grahamwood! 
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Teacher Spotlight: 1st Grade Optional Teacher Barbara Paris 

   Sarah Graves loves being a part of Graham-
wood Elementary School! She grew up in 
Memphis City Schools and 
her brother even went to Gra-
hamwood. She went to col-
lege in Birmingham, Alabama 
at Samford. There, she gradu-
ated with a B.S. in Psycholo-
gy. Later, she earned a Master 
Degree in Counseling, and 
served as a community and 
school counselor. 
   After college, Ms. Graves 
spent a year and a half in 
Mexico, “where I came to 
love different cultures and 
languages.” It was not until after working in 
counseling that she fell into ESL and fell in 
love with it. She earned an ESL certification 
and has made Grahamwood her home for 

Grahamwood Elementary School’s Vision Statement: 
Grahamwood Elementary School is an exemplary, student-centered educational community with an exceptional team of stakeholders who create a 

nurturing environment where all students achieve academic excellence, exhibit good character, and hopes and dreams are encouraged. 

Attendance Expectations: 
Please be sure to have your children at school everyday, on time and for the whole day. If your children are missing any 

part of a school day, our outstanding educators cannot teach them and they are denied the opportunity to learn. 

over 10 years.   
   Ms. Graves loves the challenges of working 
with ESL students . “I love to see kids excited 

about learning and making pro-
gress,” says Ms. Graves. “I enjoy 
encouraging and motivating them 
to be the best that they can be.” 
She is also a co-founder of our 
Spanish Club where students are 
immersed in the Spanish language 
and culture.  
   When not in school, Ms. Graves 
love to travel, garden, watch Mem-
phis basketball, and to hang with 
her rescue pup, Eddie. 
   We are thrilled to have Sarah 

Graves at Grahamwood Elementary School. 
She is a strong advocate for our ESL families 
and an excellent educator. She is eternally 
positive and a true asset to our faculty!    

Focus On: ESL Teacher Sarah Graves 


