
Grahamwood Elementary School PTO Meeting 
Date:  October 7, 2016   
Time:  8:30-9:15 am 
Location: Grahamwood Cafeteria 
Present:  PTO Officers: Jennifer Keane, Mami Wexler, Madie Paisley, Dana 

Ramsey, and Claudia Hillenbrand. 
For all other meeting participants refer to the attendance list. 

Welcome 
Greetings and introductions by PTO President Jennifer Keane.  General note on fundraising - more is 
needed this budget year to pay for all programs, items, etc. 

Updates/Talking Points:  

1. Grahamwood Gear 
Grahamwood Gear t-shirts,hoodies, etc. will come in next week (fall break). Please mark the gear you 
purchased with your child’s name. 

2. Choir T-Shirts 
Ms. Harris will order T-shirts in November, so there will be a second chance to order these. 

3. Yearbook 
 Yearbook sales will start after fall break. Flyers will go home with pre-sale information. 
 Advertisement space in the yearbook can be bought. There are different rates for 1/4, 1/2, full 

page advertisements.  
 Also message lines can be bought (70 words), e.g. for congratulations, encouragement, job well 

done etc. 

4. Popcorn Fundraiser 
Order forms go out the week after fall break. There will be a kick-off event, a movie night with 
concessions on Friday, October 21. Popcorn is the same as last year. New this year, a limited edition 
Grahamwood T-shirt. Please note, corporate sales benefitting Grahamwood through this fundraiser are 
also possible – the company will adapt labels to represent your company; folks are easy to work with 
and will accommodate your wishes.  

5. Budget 
Madie Paisley, PTO Treasurer, explains the fundraising and taxation rules for our PTO.  

 With 2 (Fall & Spring) fundraisers (assuming equal inflow as last year), we are maintaining our 
initially proposed budget.   

 However, we project that more than 2 fundraisers are needed because we have already had 
unexpected additional expenses this year.  

 If we have more than 2 fundraisers, we have to pay sales tax on any tangible items that we sell 
for each of these fundraisers. 



Madie continued with the treasurer’s report and explained unexpected and not-budgeted outflow. We 
had to pay the architect who drew up the blueprints for the phase 2 pavilion/gym project in 2015, and 
pay the tax associate working with the GPTO. 
In this context, it was also noted that donation info was NOT printed on the PTO membership flyers and 
that info on ways how to donate (check, PayPal) should be better distributed in future. Further, more 
calls for donations to the GPTO should be initiated proactively. 

6. Summer Fest Fundraiser 
Early plans of the spring fundraising event on April 8, 2017 have been discussed.  

 The importance of having an auction as a fundraiser was brought up.  Such an auction is planned 
in parallel to the “Summer Fest”. Summer fest should involve local businesses, will have said 
auction, other festivities, and a 5K etc.   

 For the 5K we will contract with a company, pay a flat fee, and let them handle the course and 
registration. We are leaning towards a fun run rather than a timed sports event.  

 We need to work on strategies to draw in sponsors. We will need volunteers to help and, of 
course, participants in the 5K. We will reach break-even point for the costs for the 5K by 
enrolling about 70-100 participants.  

 Ideas for additional fundraising during the day:  carnival style booth; involve classes/students; 
best fundraising team wins a prize; involve the principal, administration, and teachers as well.  

7. ESL Tutors 
ESL translator, Ms. Castano, is seeking tutors to help ESL kids with reading, mentoring, etc.   

8. School Campus Clean-Up Crew 
A clean up school crew is needed. It was suggested to involve our National Junior Beta Club. These 
students are supposed to be the leaders of the community already at their young age. They take their 
actions often outside of the school, e.g. getting involved with autism; so getting more involved in the 
school might also be a great idea.  

9. Miscellaneous 
 “Real Men Read” event with Principal Johnson was not as well attended as in the previous year. 

Reasons may have been that there were major sport games in town and maybe the 
advertisement was not clear enough. 

 Updates on school events/PTO business through  
o Website 
o Social Media 
o ‘Remind’ app 
o Weekly newsletter 
o Email Setup of Remind is posted on the website.  

 Book sales event is over and was successful. Kudos to aunt Wendy and Mrs. Carol, a volunteer 
who was here all day.  


